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April 8, 2025 – 5:45 PM
Pendergrass City Hall
I. Call to Order

	Attendee Name
	Position
	Present
	Absent

	Basak, Sylvia
	Councilmember
	X
	

	Bonner, Tara
	Councilmember
	
	X

	Gomez, Gabriel
	Councilmember/Mayor Pro Tem
	X
	

	Bill Ellis
	Mayor
	X
	

	Michael Jones
	Councilmember
	X
	

	Bob Carter
	Councilmember
	X
	

	VACANT
	Council Post #2
	
	



II. Pledge to the Flag and Invocation

III. Review Clerks Minutes:

The council reviewed the Clerk’s minutes from November 2024, December 2024, February 2025, and March 2025.

· November 2024: Reviewed; tabled for further discussion
· December 2024: Reviewed; will be amended to exclude approval of minutes and treasury report.
· February 2025: Reviewed; Tabled for further discussion
· March 2025: Reviewed

Approval of March 2025 Council Minutes
Mayor Ellis requested a motion to approve the March 2025 Council minutes. The motion was carried as follows:
· MOVER: Basak
· SECONDER: Carter
· RESULT: Approved
· AYES: All in favor
· NAYS: None
· ABSTAIN: None


Councilmember Gabe Gomez requested that invoices and receipts be reviewed by the council prior to approving treasury reports. Councilmember Bob Carter inquired about any changes to the current treasury report, to which Mayor Ellis confirmed no changes had been made.

IV. Mayor Ellis outlined several upcoming changes, including:
· Applying for credit cards for each department
· Implementing fuel cards for the police and streets departments
· Establishing an approval process for all purchases- Purchase Order system
· Installing a time clock for city employees
· Providing SPLOST reports to the council alongside treasury reports for review and approval

Legal Appointments:
City Attorney Paula O’Neal will resign at the end of April. Mayor Ellis is actively seeking a replacement for this position, as well as for the Solicitor role.


V. Treasury Report Review
The council reviewed the treasury reports for the following months:
· November 2024: Tabled for further review of invoices and receipts.
· December 2024: Tables for further review of invoices and receipts.
· February 2025: Tabled for further review of invoices and receipts.

VI. Renee Martinez provided the library report for the month of March. Pendergrass resident, Donna Ellis noted that she has individuals willing to volunteer at the library.


VII. Application from Rochester DCCM regarding rezoning request for a wedding venue at parcel Number 102 008:
Representatives from Walters Wedding Estates delivered a presentation regarding their proposed wedding venue and hotel project on Park Street, adjacent to the Walnut Grove subdivision. A copy of the Rezoning Application related to the proposed wedding venue and hotel project can be accessed on the city’s official website: cityofpendergrass.net 
- Venue Plans: The project will include 2-3 indoor event halls, ranging from 15,000 to 20,000 square feet each. The venue will have a full kitchen and a bar with licensed bartenders.
[bookmark: _Hlk195167701]- Hotel Plans: The hotel is designed to accommodate approximately 150-200 guests. The hotel will be open to the public when not being used by wedding guests or guests of an event.

· The company plans to hire locally, with approximately 30 staff members at this location.
· A 50 ft vegetative buffer and 75 ft setback are planned where the property borders Walnut Grove, and the company has expressed willingness to work with residents on this.


VIII. Public Comment 
· Traffic & Infrastructure: The width and condition of Park Street, as well as potential congestion near the railroad crossing.
· Noise Impact: The event venue's operations and its effect on nearby residences.
· Traffic Study Request: One resident specifically requested that the company conduct a traffic study to assess the potential impact on the city and Pendergrass residents.


Mayor Ellis confirmed that further discussion and questions will continue at the upcoming April 29th Council Meeting, where the rezoning request will be formally addressed.

Adjourn 

___________________________________
Renee Martinez
City Clerk
Adjourn 6:30pm
April 9, 2025
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