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					Georgia giving progress a home 
Councilman Nathaniel Pruitt					Councilman Gabriel Gomez	
Councilwoman Tara Bonner					Councilman Bob Carter 
Councilwoman Sylvia Basak 					City Clerk Renee Martinez

Tuesday, September 10th  2024 City Council Workshop Meeting Agenda
Call to Order
Pledge to Flag
Review Clerks Minutes from last meeting 
    
         
V. 	PUBLIC COMMENT
VI.	ADJOURN
Elected Official and City Employee Attendees:
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City of Pendergrass, Georgia 
County of Jackson
State of Georgia
A Georgia Municipal Corporation


AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE REGULATIONS FOR THE CONTROL OF WEAPONS DISCHARGE; ENHANCING PUBLIC SAFETY, AND FOR OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES.


WHEREAS, the City of Pendergrass is a municipal corporation duly organized and existing under the laws of the State of Georgia; and

WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City is the Mayor and Council thereof (“City Council”); and

WHEREAS, the City Charter authorizes the City of enact ordinances for the safety and order of the City; and

WHEREAS, the right to keep and bear arms is constitutionally protected, but municipalities have the right to restrict how and when people can use firearms; and

WHEREAS, the City seeks to prevent people from randomly firing or discharging a weapon where such actions are deemed reckless and negligent; and

WHEREAS, the reckless discharge of firearms for celebrator shooting or firing may result in psychological or physical injury or the loss of life; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council, through this Ordinance, desire to reduce the risk of gun related accidents and injury, thereby making this city a safer place; and

WHEREAS, this Ordinance is in the best interests of the health and general welfare of the City, its residents and general public.

THEREFORE, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Pendergrass hereby Ordain as follows:

Section 1.  The City of Pendergrass Code of Ordinances shall be amended to add Chapter 95, titled “Unlawful Discharging of Firearms.” This Chapter, titled “Unlawful Discharging of Firearms” shall read as follows:








CHAPTER 95. – UNLAWFUL DISCHARGING OF FIREARMS

1. Discharging firearms.

It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge any firearm within the corporate limits of the City, unless at a licensed shooting gallery, or by the permission of the Chief of Police for a military parade or funeral, within 200 yards of any occupied dwelling or structure.
 
2. Exceptions.

Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit:
	
	(a) the lawful use of a weapon for self-defense; or
	
	(b) the acquisition, possession or disposition of weapons by police departments, sheriff’s offices, 	marshal’s offices, other local, state and federal law enforcement agencies, or the military and 	naval forces of this state or of the United States for us in the discharge of their official duties.   
	
	(c) The following zoning districts are exempt from this Ordinance:
		1. PCFD – Planned Commercial Farm District 
		2. AG – Agricultural District
	
	Unrestricted use of firearms is allowed in these zoning districts and shall not be subject to any restrictions by the City.
		
3. Penalty.

Any person found guilty of violating this Ordinance shall be punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00), or 30 days in jail, or both. 


Section 2.  The City of Pendergrass Code of Ordinances, Chapter/Section 32. “General Offences,” Chapter/Section 32.102, is hereby repealed in its entirety.    
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Section 3.  It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and City Council that:


(a) All sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon their enactment, believed by the Mayor and City Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional.


(b) To the greatest extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance. No section, paragraph, sentence, clause of phrase of this Ordinance is mutually dependent upon any other section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance.            

(c) In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance shall, for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is the express intent of the Mayor and City Council that any such invalidity, unconstitutionally or otherwise unenforceability shall, to the greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or sections of this Ordinance.


Section 4.  All Ordinances and resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby expressly repealed.


Section 5.  The  effective date of this Ordinance shall be the date of adoption unless provided otherwise 

by applicable local, state and/or federal law.  

SO ORDAINED, Done, Ratified and Passed this __________ day of ________________, 2024.

__________________
Nick Geiman, Mayor

______________________________		________________________________
Tara Bonner, Councilwoman	    			Nathan Pruitt, Councilman

_____________________________			
Gabriel Gomez, Councilman

______________________________		_______________________________
Sylvia Basak, Councilwoman				Bob Carter, Councilman


Approved as to form and content:

__________________________
City Attorney Paula Stewart
Attest:

____________________________
City Clerk Renee Martinez

First reading: __________________

Second reading: ___________________

This Ordinance adopted hereby shall be codified and certified in a manner consistent with the laws of the State of Georgia and the City.
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