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Message from the Mayor 

 In Pendergrass, Georgia, we 

treat everyone with respect, dignity, 

and civility. Our goal is to be a friendly 

and inclusive community that shares 

common values across all of the differ-

ent individuals of differing races, na-

tional origins, religions, and ideologies 

who make up our population. Every 

individual is a human being and should 

be treated as such. We should all be 

committed to applying these principals 

throughout our community. Our contin-

ued growth and success depends on 

these principals. Our City Council has 

recently approved zonings with the 

goal of enhancing our City. These pro-

jects are a game changer for Pender-

grass. Our goal is to be a model for con-

trolled, planned, downtown development. Our downtown 

projects include plans for a park, an amphitheater, res-

taurants, shopping, businesses, new townhomes and 

apartments and a new sewer system. I’m happy to report 

that the overwhelming majority of our citizens share a 

vision of the future of our community, one that enhances 

and provides improved quality of life for the community. 

My goal as your Mayor is to help Pendergrass become 

the best possible place to live, work, and 

raise a family. I’m proud of your City em-

ployees. They deliver your municipal ser-

vices with exceptional customer service, in a 

timely fashion, and with the highest degree 

of professionalism. I expect no less. I want 

to congratulate and welcome new District 5 

county commissioner Marty Clark to our 

community. Mr. Clark will represent this 

city, which is in the newly created county 

commission District 5. Mr. Clark will begin 

representing us on the county level in Janu-

ary of next year and we look forward to his 

leadership and working with him. Also, I 

want to congratulate our new State House 

District 31 Representative Emory Dunahoo 

on his election. Mr. Dunahoo is a veteran 

member of the Georgia House of Represent-

atives, serving as a member since 2011. Mr. 

Dunahoo will represent the vast majority of 

citizens in Jackson County as well as the citizens of Pen-

dergrass in the State House. We look forward to working 

with Mr. Dunahoo and our State Senators, Bo Hatchett 

and Frank Ginn. As always, my door is open to all. I am 

grateful to serve as your Mayor and look forward to our 

future.  

Sincerely, Melvin Tolbert  
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Letter from the Chief 

 As Police Chief for the City of Pendergrass, I am 

privileged to work in one of the best cities in Georgia. It 

is my goal to provide the highest level of service possible 

to ensure the safety, welfare and happiness of those who 

call Pendergrass home, as well as to those who visit us 

here in our community. I would like to emphasize that 

the strength of our police department is our people, our 

goal is safety, our commitment is being a partner within 

a healthy community, and to provide efficient and effec-

tive law enforcement service to the businesses, citizens 

and visitors to the City of Pendergrass. Law enforcement 

in today’s society is both challenging and rewarding. Po-

lice officers take risks and secure the safety of fellow citi-

zens, and they endure such risks and tolerate such in-

conveniences on behalf of strangers. I believe police work 

is one of the more noble and selfless occupations in socie-

ty. Our department is a reflection of our community; a 

community that helps one another through tough times 

and one that celebrates one another in good times. I am 

proud that our community embraces diverse ideas and 

moves forward to create opportunities where challenges 

once stood. We are excited to work in a city that is expe-

riencing growth and providing opportunities for our de-

partment to grow with it. I am committed to providing 

our officers continuous training in the latest best practic-

es and we have proactively addressed our policies to en-

sure alignment with community expectations. I am 

working on upgrading technology as a way to assist with 

efficiency and accountability. Our training and policies 

encompass many of the subjects being discussed nation-

ally. These include implicit bias training, crisis interven-

tion training, de-escalation, response to and recognizing 

persons in mental health crisis, and race and equity con-

siderations. The Pendergrass Police Department is here 

to partner with our community by protecting with honor, 

and serving with compassion.  

John Briscoe Chief of Police  

Summer Calendar 

June 

 Steering Committee 

Meeting for City Com-

prehensive Plan update 

on Monday the 13th @ 

6:30PM in City Hall 

 City Council Meeting 

Tuesday the 29th @ 

7PM in the Civic Center 

July 

 Fourth of July Celebra-

tion on Saturday the 

2nd @ 5PM to 10PM at 

City Hall 

 Municipal Traffic Court 

Wednesday 6th @ 9AM 

in City Hall 

 

 

 City Council Meeting 

Tuesday the 26th @ 

7PM in the Civic Center 

August 

 City Council Meeting 

Tuesday the 30th @ 

7PM in the Civic Center 
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Summer Safety Tips 

 Rules of the Road o When jogging with others on the 

roadway, run in single file. o Utilize sidewalks where 

available and practical. o Always jog facing traffic. o 

Use extreme caution when crossing streets and at 

intersections.  

 If children are home alone and are allowed to answer 

the phone, they should never tell the caller that they 

are home alone. Make sure that the child has a list 

of phone numbers (neighbors, friends, family) that 

they can call if they should become frightened or in 

the event of an emergency. Assure that they know 

how to call 911 and when it is appropriate to do so. 

Also establish a schedule for the child to check in 

with mom or dad.  

 

 Establish house rules for use of the computer, espe-

cially the Internet. The computer can be a valuable 

learning tool, but is not a good babysitter. Make sure 

the child knows never to give out personal infor-

mation on the computer.  

 Children should always be required to check in with 

a parent or trusted contact person before leaving the 

house and when returning home.  

 Teach your children that it is best to be in a group of 

friends when going places. When using public re-

strooms, go as a group. There is safety in numbers.  

 Parents should know the route the child will be tak-

ing to and from a given location. Remind the child 

never to take shortcuts or deviate from the route 

agreed upon.  

 Make sure that your children know never to talk to 

anyone that they don’t know. They should be com-

fortable talking to you about things that may have 

happened that they aren't sure how to handle or things 

that make them uncomfortable.  

Pendergrass Comprehensive Plan  

Update Underway 

 Georgia cities are required to submit and adopt a 

twenty year plan that lays out the goals and the aspira-

tions of the city in the future. Every five years, the city of 

Pendergrass, as with all cities, will update this plan to fit 

the citizens vision for the city. The steering committee, 

along with the Northeast Georgia Regional Commission  

and other citizens are asked about the current problems, 

weaknesses, as well as the strengths and opportunities pre-

sent in our city. This Comprehensive Plan is the frame 

work for tasks and goals that are set so that we may create 

a city catered to the community as to their concerns and 

wants. The City encourages citizens to participate in the 

update process by attending the public hearing as well    

participate in the community questionnaire. If anyone has 

any thoughts or comments, please reach out to any council 

member or city staff. We look forward to creating the neigh-

borhood everyone wants to live in.   

Save On Your Energy Bill This 

Summer 

 Here are just a few simple things you can do 

to improve the energy efficiency and comfort of your 

home as warmer temperatures arrive: 

1. Service your air conditioner. Easy mainte-

nance such as routinely replacing or cleaning air fil-

ters can lower your cooling system’s energy consump-

tion by up to 15 percent.  

2. Open windows. Opening windows creates a cross

-wise breeze, allowing you to naturally cool your 

home without switching on air conditioners. This is 

an ideal tactic in spring when temperatures are mild. 

3. Install window treatments. Energy efficient 

window treatments or coverings such as blinds, 

shades and films can slash heat gain when tempera-

tures rise.  

4. Caulk air leaks. Using low-cost caulk to seal 

cracks and openings in your home keeps warm air 

out -- and cash in your wallet. 

5.  Bring in sunlight. During daylight hours, switch 

off artificial lights and use windows and skylights to 

brighten your home. 

6. Set the thermostat. On warm days, setting a 

programmable thermostat to a higher setting when 

you are not at home can help reduce your energy 

costs by approximately 10 percent. 

Provided by energy.gov 

https://www.energy.gov/node/373639
https://www.energy.gov/node/373639
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/articles/daylighting
https://www.energy.gov/node/380623
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Scrumptious Strawberry Shortcake 

 3 Cups of Flour 

 1/4 Cup of Sugar 

 4 teaspoons of Baking Powder 

 3/4 teaspoon of Cream of Tartar 

 1 Cup of Butter  

 2/3 Cup of Heavy Cream 

 1 Egg 

 3 Cups of sliced Strawberries 

 

First, preheat the oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit 

Next, in a large bowl, mix the flour sugar, baking powder, and cream of tar tar. Cut the butter into the mixture. 

Then stir in the beaten egg and heavy cream. Turn out onto a lightly floured surface and knead for two minutes. 

Cut into squares and place on baking sheet.  

Next, bake in the oven for 20 minutes or until golden. Sprinkle three tablespoons sugar over sliced berries. 

Lastly, let shortcakes cool before splitting and filling with sugared berries.  


